Changes in dopamine2 and serotonin2 receptors in rat brain after long-term verapamil treatment: comparison of verapamil and lithium.
Rat brain 5-HT2 and dopamine2 receptors were assessed following a chronic (3 weeks) administration of verapamil, lithium, and a combination of these two drugs. A significant increase in the number of 5-HT2 receptors was observed in the frontal cortex after the verapamil treatment, but the lithium and combined treatment had no effect on the densities of either binding sites. These data suggest that one or more of the mechanisms of the antimanic effect of verapamil may be involved in the change in 5-HT2 binding sites in a manner that is different from that of lithium.